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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for your gifts at Christmas, we are very grateful and appreciate your kindness.  May I wish you and your 
families a very happy and healthy New Year and take this opportunity to thank you for the great support that you 
continue to give us.  It is so important to have a good relationship between parents and staff, home and nursery.  Our 
topic for this term is ‘TRANSPORT’ which we hope the children will enjoy. 
 
PARENT & CARER INVOLVEMENT - I would like to remind all parents and carers that they are always welcome to 
visit, or contribute in any way, to the nursery, or to our topics.  We have enjoyed a number of visits from parents either 
to share the morning/afternoon with their children or to talk to the children about their experiences or interests. Thank 
you to those who taken part in previous terms and we look forward to including more such visits this term.  Please 
speak to me to arrange an appropriate date and time if you would like to come into nursery. 
 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING - It is so important for the children to have exercise and play outside all year round.  
Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather with sensible shoes that can be worn outside.  
Children should not wear boots all day – so please make sure if they wear boots that they have a change of sensible 
footwear.  Please label ALL clothing and footwear that children are likely to remove whilst at nursery – we lose 
so much time each day trying to re-unite belongings with their owners.   
 
CONTACT INFORMATION – very important – please ensure all contact numbers we have for you are up to date.  If 
you have recently changed a mobile number or work number, then do ensure we are advised immediately.  There is 
nothing worse if we have an emergency and we are unable to contact you. 
 
SAFETY REMINDER - No child will ever leave the Nursery with anyone except the parent or nominated carer. I insist 
that if you are not collecting your own child you must inform me and, if possible, introduce me to the person nominated 
to collect your child.  We have a Collection Authorisation book and parents must advise me, or a member of staff, of 
the person collecting their child and this must be entered and dated in the book.  Please ensure you ring the nursery 
and notify us of any ‘last minute’ arrangements should an unavoidable situation occur. 
 
ABSENCES - Please notify the nursery on the first day of absence if your child is unwell and unable to attend the 
nursery session or if there is any other reason why he/she may not be attending the nursery school on their 
designated day(s).  Please remember if your child is absent (for any reason – illness, if you take holidays during term 
time etc) – nursery fees are still due. 
 
EXTRA SESSIONS – These are available morning and afternoon Monday to Friday.  Please inform me now if you 
would like extra sessions this term, after Easter or in September.  For those moving on to school in September we 
have found that it helps the transition immensely if they have experienced full days at nursery with lunch club.  If you 
would like to arrange this for your child – please see me now. 
 
FUNDING INFORMATION - Nursery is registered for the 30 hours funding for working parents. Also, we are 
registered for the new tax-free childcare scheme. Speak to me if you want any further information about these. 
 
LUNCH CLUB – Available Monday to Friday, at a maximum cost of £6.00 per day.  This is a lovely experience for the 
children to socialise at mealtimes and practise their table manners.  We have had interesting feedback form the 
parents whose children started school – the children who attended Nursery Lunch Club have coped much better at 
School lunchtime.  Please inform me if you would like your child to attend Lunch Club.  We have children with food 
allergies, so I must stress that NO NUT PRODUCTS should be in your child’s lunch box (this includes peanut butter) 
as some allergies are so severe that just the presence of a nut product may cause a life-threatening situation.  We 
cannot always stop children sharing their lunch, which could cause problems. Also, to minimise the risk of choking 
please ensure all grapes, cherry tomatoes etc are cut in half.   Please mark lunch boxes with your child’s name.  
 
FIT AND HEALTHY - We will continue to encourage the children to take part in sports and exercise. 
 
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) We follow the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage – 
which sets the standards for learning development and care for children from birth to five.  This has been mandatory 
for all providers since September 2012.  The purpose is to ensure that every child gets the best possible start in life 
and the support required enabling them to fulfil their potential.  Children develop quickly in their early years and a 
child’s experiences between birth and age 5 have a major impact on their future life chances.  A secure, safe and 
happy childhood is an important right.  Good parenting and high-quality early learning together provide the foundation 
children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.  We aim, with your help, to make that 
happen for your child. 
 



  

 
 

When a child is aged between 2 and 3 years’ practitioners must review that child’s progress and identify the child’s 
strengths and any areas where a child’s progress is less than expected.  We will work in partnership with all parents 
and carers to support learning at home and we will encourage parents and carers to share information with us as well 
as with other relevant professionals – such as the child’s health visitor. 
 
KEY PERSON - Each child at nursery has their own ‘Key Person’ – these are on display in the hallway.  If you would 
like to meet with your child’s Key Person at any time – please make an arrangement via myself or Mrs Cottey.  
Parents are always welcome to view their child’s Learning Journal – and we would be delighted for you to add your 
own comments and observations to help us with your child.  We would love parents and carers to participate in the 
Learning Journal, for example if your child goes somewhere or does something special – please remember to let us 
have a photo and some brief comments so that these can be added to your child’s Journal.  if your child is also cared 
for by a child-minder – then it is important that they are involved with your child’s Learning Journal too – so that we are 
all working together with your child’s best interests at heart.  I must have signed permission from the parents for 
carers/child-minders to view Learning Journals – please advise me if this is appropriate for your child.  The partnership 
between parents and Nursery is so vital at this early age so that we work together to provide the best learning and 
development of each child as an individual.   
 
OPEN AFTERNOON INVITATION - We will be holding this term’s Open afternoon on Wednesday 4th March for all 
parents and carers to visit between 1.30pm and 3.00pm to see your child’s Learning Journal, their work and chat to 
your child’s Key Person. 
 
PARKING – Please remember to park in the designated parking areas.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF THE 
NURSERY OR OTHER HOUSES.  As tenants of The Ascot Authority, we must respect their property and should 
vacate the premises promptly at the end of each session.  Please be mindful of our little ones safety at all times. 
 
PICK-UP TIMES – In recent weeks some children who have not been collected promptly at the end of sessions.  We 
reserve the right to levy a charge after the first 10 minutes of delay.  This charge is currently £7.50 per half an hour.  
 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS - I must be informed of any medical condition that your child has, no matter how minor, as 
this may prove significant.  Unfortunately, at this time of year there are a great many coughs, colds or tummy bugs 
around.  Please ensure your child is well enough to attend nursery. If your child has been sick or had diarrhoea, then 
they must stay away from the nursery for a minimum of 48 hours after sickness. 
 
FOOD INFORMATION – please ensure you advise me of any allergies that your child has.  Details of the snacks we 
provide at Nursery are displayed by the entrance and also available to view on our website (see: Useful 
Information/Healthy Snacks & treats). 
 
VACCINATIONS – Please ensure your child’s vaccinations are up to date.  If you are unsure – please contact your 
GP or Health Visitor. 
 
FEES - are payable in advance.  Many local groups levy a late payment charge (an additional 10% if fees are not paid 
when due).  I really do not wish to take this course of action.  Please note a term’s notice is required should your child 
leave for any reason or a term’s fees will be levied in lieu of notice.  If your child is absent (holidays, sickness etc.) and 
misses any sessions – fees are still due. 
 
APPLICATION DATES FOR SCHOOL – children who have a summer birthday and will be 4 by 31st August – parents 
must apply for their choice of state school by 15th January. 
 
OFFERS OF SCHOOL PLACES – children who have their 4th birthday in June, July or August and are offered a place 
to start school in September 2020 do not have to accept this start date.  Parents can choose to defer the start date 
until after Christmas or Easter – and the school has to keep the place open for the child.  Sometimes children at 4 
years are not ready emotionally to make the transition to full time school.  The statutory age for a child to be in full time 
education is 5 years.  Parents who have kept their child at nursery for an additional term or two have found the 
transition to school much easier because their child has gained confidence at this crucial stage. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all new children and their parents and I hope 
everyone will enjoy this new term.  Please remember if you have any questions or queries relating to any of the above 
or wish to speak to me please do not hesitate to contact me.  If any parent would like to come and spend a session at 
Nursery – they are always welcome. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Pat Evitt 
 



  

 
 

SPRING TERM 2020 – Topic ‘Transport’ 
No Race Days or Half Term Holidays This Term 
 
January 
As we have some ‘eating’ activities – please let me know if your child has any food allergies. 
Monday 6th - Term begins, settling in week.  Welcome new pupils and parents.   
W/c 13th - Wintertime discuss weather, snow, ice formation and icicles, make snowflakes and snowmen.  
Colours white and black – for snow, frost and dark days.  Read wintertime stories and paint tree pictures 
with glitter.  Wintertime in French sessions.   
W/c 20th - Discuss our new topic and start projects about ‘Transport’. Discuss feeding the birds in our 
gardens.  RSPB School’s Bird Watch.  Watching the birds in our garden, painting, sticking and colouring 
bird pictures, making fat balls to feed the birds. 25th - Chinese New Year – the year of the rat. A parent has 
kindly agreed to visit to speak about China. Cook and eat vegetable stir fry at snack times.  Children to be 
given Chinese red packets with chocolate coins. 
W/c 27th – Continue with wintertime activities and celebrate National Story Telling Week if any child would 
like to bring in their favourite story book, we will read it aloud together.  Reading together is very important 
at this stage in a child’s development. 
 
February  
As we have some ‘eating’ activities – please let me know if your child has any food allergies. 
W/c 3rd – Continue with our topic. 
W/c 10th - Prepare for Valentine's Day (14th) by making heart shaped biscuits and heart printing.  National 
Heart month – make children aware of the importance of healthy lifestyles, exercise and heathy diets.  
W/c 17th – Continue with our wintertime activities and continue with topic work. 
W/c 24th and 25th – Monday & Tuesday – School photographs – younger siblings welcome to be 
photographed too – please let me know in advance so we can book a slot for you. 25th – Shrove 
Tuesday/Pancake day - sing song, make pancakes. 
 
March 
W/c 2nd – Celebrate St David’s Day (1st) by making daffodils, Welsh cakes and learn some words in Welsh. 
Wednesday 4th - Parents afternoon 1.30-3pm - see your child’s Learning Journal and meet their key 
person.  7th World Book Day – look at different books and talk about the importance of books and reading.   
W/c 9th - continue topic work and raise funds for Sports Relief (13th). 
W/c 16th – prepare for St. Patrick’s Day (17th) - colour Shamrock pictures and make cards for Mother’s Day 
(22nd), mention the first day of spring.   
W/c 23rd – Continue finding out about Spring, new beginnings, discuss baby animals, spring flowers and 
buds on trees and go for Nature walks.  Paint kites to fly in the March winds.  
W/c 30th - Conclude topic work and start Easter projects and prepare for Easter Bonnet parade. 
 
April 
Thursday 2nd April provisional date for Easter Bonnet parade – more details to follow. 
W/c 6th – Easter egg hunt in the garden.   
End of Spring Term:  Wednesday 8th April - break up at 12.30pm 
 
Summer Term:   
Begins: Wednesday 15th April at 9.00am 
Royal Ascot Week – School will be closed Tuesday 16th June to Friday 19th June inclusive for Royal 
Week. School will re-open on Monday 22nd June.  
Ends: Friday 31st July at 12.30pm. 
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