
Ascot Nursery School 
1 Arundel Cottage, High Street, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7JJ 

Tel: 01344 878431 or 625539 evening 
www.ascotnurseryschool.org.uk 

September 2019 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Firstly, thank you for your generous gifts at the end of last term – these were greatly appreciated.   I hope you all enjoyed 
the summer break – we look forward to hearing from the children about what they have been up to in the holidays.  We 
extend a warm welcome to new families - we hope you enjoy a happy time at Ascot Nursery.  To all our existing families – 
thank you so much for your continued support and encouragement.  
 
Ofsted: The Nursery was inspected by Ofsted in July.  I am delighted with the gradings we were given – which were 
GOOD for all categories.  This great result is due to all the hard work and dedication of the Nursery staff.  A copy of the 
inspection report will be given to each family.  Please read these reports - you will need to add your comments, sign 
them and return to me. 
 
Opening Hours: Our opening hours remain the same. Morning sessions 9.00 to 12.30 Mondays to Fridays. Afternoon 
sessions 1.00 to 4.30 Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays.  Lunch club Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays.   
 
Lunch Club: places at our Lunch Club are available on an ad hoc basis, as required.  The children who attend Lunch 
Club enjoy this very much, they learn table manners and it is great for their social skills.  Please make sure your child’s 
lunch box and drink container are marked with their name.   Lunch boxes should contain healthy options: 

• no nut products (including peanut butter) because of the danger of allergies amongst some of our children,  
• grapes and cherry tomatoes must be cut in half to avoid the risk of choking. 

Funding: As you know, Nursery offers 15 and 30 hours funding.  Also, we are registered for the tax-free childcare 
scheme.  Explanations about all government childcare support may be found on the Childcare Choices website (see: 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk). Speak to me if you want any further information – or check the Nursery website under 
‘Useful Information’.  

Extra Sessions: We do have some spaces this term – so if you would like your child to have an extra session this term – 
please advise me as soon as possible.  The headcount day for funded children is 3rd October – so if you would like to 
increase the number of regular sessions please let me know before this date.  Also, please remember in the run up to 
Christmas you may like your child to attend for an extra session or two so that you can get your Christmas preparations 
completed – let me know when you would like to book these.  
 
Topic: Our topic for this term will continue to be – Other Countries as many of the children have had summer holidays in 
other countries.  Any postcards or photos from these holidays would be appreciated to go on the topic board.  We will also 
celebrate many festivals this term from around the world.  We will be celebrating Grandparents Day - when we welcome 
grandparents and great-grandparents to visit nursery for coffee and cakes. Invitations will follow - but the date for your 
diaries is Thursday 3rd October from 11am-12 noon. This has proved such a success in previous years, and we look 
forward to welcoming grandparents again this year.  During the term, other celebrations will include: 
 

Grandparents Day 
Apple week  
National Poetry Day 
Diwali 
Halloween  
Guy Fawkes Day/Bonfire Night  

Poppy Day/Remembrance Day 
Children in Need Day 
American Thanksgiving 
Advent  
St Andrew’s Day 
Christmas  

 
The term’s weekly activity plan is attached and is also displayed on the nursery website.   
 
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage): We follow the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage – which 
sets the standards for learning development and care for children from birth to five.  This has been mandatory for all 
providers since September 2012.  The purpose is to ensure that every child gets the best possible start in life and the 
support required enabling them to fulfil their potential.  Children develop quickly in their early years and a child’s 
experiences between birth and age 5 have a major impact on their future life chances.  A secure, safe and happy 
childhood is an important right.  Good parenting and high-quality early learning together provide the foundation children 
need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.  We aim, with your help, to make that happen for your 
child. 
 
When a child is aged between 2 and 3 years practitioners must review that child’s progress and identify the child’s 
strengths and any areas where a child’s progress is less than expected.  We will work in partnership with all parents and 
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carers to support learning at home and we will encourage parents and carers to share information with us as well as with 
other relevant professionals – such as the child’s health visitor. 
 
Key Person: Each child at nursery has their own ‘Key Person’ – names of these are on display in the hallway.  If you 
would like to meet with your child’s Key Person at any time – please arrange via Mrs Evitt or Mrs Cottey.  Parents are 
always welcome to view their child’s Learning Journal – and we would be delighted for you to add your own comments 
and observations to help us with your child.  We would love parents and carers to participate in the Learning Journal, for 
example if your child goes somewhere or does something special – please remember to let us have a photo and some 
brief comments so that these can be added to your child’s Journal.  As you know we also hold a Parents’ Afternoon each 
term which provides an opportunity for the Learning Journals to be seen and discussed.  If your child is also cared for by a 
child-minder – then it is important that they are involved with your child’s Learning Journal too – so that we are all working 
together with your child’s best interests at heart.  I must have signed permission from the parents for carers/child-minders 
to view Learning Journals – please advise me if this is appropriate for your child.  The partnership between parents and 
Nursery is so vital at this early age so that we work together to provide the best learning and development of each child as 
an individual.   
 
Fit and healthy: We will continue to encourage the children to take part in sports and exercise outside in our lovely 
garden. 
 
Parent & Carer Involvement: I would like to remind all parents and carers that they are always welcome to visit or 
contribute in any way to the nursery or to our topics.  We have enjoyed some visits from parents either to share a session 
with their child or to talk to the children about their experiences or interests. Please speak to me to arrange an appropriate 
date if you would like to come into nursery.  Thank you to all our visitors who came last term – you were all fantastic and 
the children loved the visits and learnt so much.  If any other parents would like to arrange visits – I would be delighted to 
hear from you. 
 
Open Afternoon: We will be holding this term’s Open afternoon on Wednesday 13th November for all parents and 
carers to visit between 1.30pm and 3.00pm to see your child’s Learning Journal, their work and chat to your child’s Key 
Person. 
 
Appropriate Clothes & Labelling: It would be very helpful if children wore clothes that they could manage themselves – 
some clothes, such as trousers with belts or braces, can prove challenging when children have to go to the cloakroom – 
we encourage all children to be independent.  With autumn approaching we hope for some dry weather so that we can go 
out in the grounds for nature walks.  Please make sure your child wears appropriate clothing and sensible footwear (eg 
trainers not flip flops or wellies) as the children play outside every day (unless we have torrential rain).  Please ensure 
you label all belongings such as coats and lunch boxes.  Some children do not recognise their belongings and we 
waste so much time every session trying to reunite owners with their belongings!  If you want information about acquiring 
name tags – please ask as we have information about various suppliers.  If your child wears pull-ups – please ensure we 
have spare supplies and make sure that we have a change of clothes in a bag to hang on their peg. 
 
Safety Reminder: On a serious note, no child will ever leave the Nursery with anyone except the parent or carer 
nominated to do so. I must insist that if you are not collecting your own child from the Nursery you must inform me, and if 
possible, introduce me to the person nominated to collect your child.  We have a collection authorisation book and parents 
must advise me, or any member of staff, of the person collecting their child and this must be entered and dated in the 
book.  Please ensure you ring the nursery and notify us about any ‘last minute’ arrangements should an unavoidable 
situation occur. 
 
Contact Details: VERY IMPORTANT – please ensure all the contact numbers we hold for you are current.  If you or your 
partner has recently changed a mobile number, home number or work number, then do ensure we are advised 
immediately.  Should the need arise (eg if your child is taken ill) there is nothing worse than being unable to contact you. 
 
Medical conditions: I must be informed of any medical condition that your child has, no matter how minor, as this may 
prove to be significant later.  Please notify the Nursery should your child fall ill with an infectious illness so that we can 
alert other parents to be vigilant.  As autumn and winter approaches many of the children will have coughs and colds.  
Please make sure that your child is always well enough to attend Nursery and that you are mindful of the risk of spreading 
germs and infection to the other children and staff.  Also, if your child has been sick or suffered from a stomach bug at 
home, please keep them away from Nursery until they are clear of symptoms for at least 48 hours.  We do use anti-
bacterial sprays on tables and surfaces and the children use anti-bacterial hand gels before snack time. 
 
Starting School: Would you please inform me now if your child will be starting school in September 2020 – if so, you 
need to register online with your local authority this term. 
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Nursery closure dates: please note that the Nursery is never open on Race days.  This term Nursery will be closed on: 

Friday 6th September – Race day 
Friday 4th October – Race day 

Friday 22nd November - Race day 
 
If your child usually attends Nursery on Fridays, you will not be invoiced for these Race days when we are closed.  
However, if you would like your child to attend on a different day those weeks – please see me to book and agree 
payment. 
 
Parking:  Please help us to keep our children safe and be considerate to other road users.  We ask you to park in the 
designated parking areas (either at police station end of the Nursery grounds or at the opposite end near to the entrance 
gate).  Parents’ cars must not be parked on the roadway in front of the Nursery house nor on the grassed area – this 
parking area is for staff members only.  Please always be mindful of our little ones’ safety. 
 
Late collecting: our standard collecting times at the end of full sessions are 12.30pm and 4.30pm.  Some parents have 
opted to collect their children early.  Whatever your agreed collecting time - should a parent be held up unexpectedly (eg 
because of heavy traffic or similar unexpected hold up) they should phone Nursery and inform us.  If parents are 
repeatedly late in collecting their child, we reserve the right to add an additional ‘late collecting’ fee to their next invoice.  
This fee will help to cover the additional staff costs incurred. 
 
Fees: May I remind all parents that all fees are payable in advance.  Nursery fees are invoiced - as listed below, the 
Nursery reserves the right to levy an additional 10% if fees are not paid on time.   

• weekly - payment is due by the last day of the preceding week  
• monthly - payment is due on the 1st day of each month  

 
If a child is absent for any reason (eg holidays, days out, sickness etc.) fees must still be paid.   
If a child is withdrawn permanently (eg moving away from the area etc.) a term’s notice is required or the 
equivalent payment in fees will be invoiced. 
 
Don’t forget - lots of useful information including all newsletters and dates can be found on the Nursery’s website - see: 
www.ascotnurseryschool.org.uk  
 
Should you have any questions relating to any of the above or require any further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me either at school or at home.  Please remember I am always available to you.  A big thank you for all the 
support that you give to the Nursery it is appreciated very much. 
 
With my very best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Pat Evitt 
Principal 
 
Autumn 2019 Term:  

• Term begins - Monday 2nd September  
• Race Day - Friday 6th September – nursery closed 
• Race Day - Friday 4th October – nursery closed 
• Race Day - Friday 22nd November – nursery closed 
• Nativity play provisional date: Thursday morning 6th December – more details to follow in due course 
• Christmas party date: Tuesday 17th December 10am to 12 noon - more details to follow in due course 
• Term ends - Wednesday 18th December at 12.30pm 

 
Spring 2020 Term dates: Monday 6th January - Wednesday 8th April 
 
Summer 2020 Term dates: Wednesday 15th April – Friday 31st July 
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Weekly plans - Ascot Nursery School - Autumn Term 2019 – Topic: Other Countries 
 
2nd September Autumn term begins at 9.00am 
 
2nd September - Settling-in week.  Talk about the summer holidays. Continue our topic about Other Countries. 
Friday 6th September – Nursery closed – racing day 
 
9th September - September is Fire & Safety month.  Talk and discuss the importance of fire safety.  Arts and crafts, 
stories and music.  Friday 13th September a visit from the local Fire Service – including viewing a fire engine.  All 
children are welcome to attend, if your child is not usually in on a Friday – please see me if you want your child to attend. 
 
16th September - Autumn.  Discuss what happens in this season, display board, leaf printing, painting and rubbings.  
Nature walks to collect leaves and fir cones.  We will also start to make cards for Grandparents Day. Children will give 
their cards to grandparents visiting on 3rd October.  Those whose grandparents are unable to attend - will have their cards 
in plenty of time for posting. 
 
23rd September - Continue with Autumn activities. 
 
30th September - Prepare for Grandparents’ visits on Thursday 3rd from 11-12 noon.   Children will make and ice cakes.  
Also, we will celebrate National Poetry Day.   
Friday 4th October - Nursery closed – racing day. 
 
7th & 14th October - Plant bulbs for Christmas presents - discuss how things grow, continue with our topic work and, 
weather permitting, more nature walks to see the Autumn changes in the world about us. 
 
21st October - Apple week - celebrate by tasting different English apples at snack time.  Apple printing, songs and 
stories.  Healthy eating will be discussed and emphasized.  Cooking with cooking apples to observe the changes and eat 
at snack time. Prepare and celebrate Diwali (27th) by colouring rangoli patterns, make diva lamps and make a wall 
display. 
 
28th October - Prepare for and celebrate Halloween (31st) - cut out pumpkins grown in our own garden – we hope for a 
bumper crop, painting, sticking, Meg and Mog stories etc.   
 
4th November - Prepare for Bonfire night (5th) - talk about safety on bonfire night, bonfire pictures, rocket sweets and the 
Topsy & Tim bonfire night story 
 
11th November - Poppy Day/Remembrance Day, children to make poppies talk about Remembrance Talk about helping 
others less fortunate than ourselves.  
Wednesday 13th November 1.30 to 3pm Parents Open afternoon.  
This is an opportunity for you to view and contribute to your child’s Learning Journal, strengthening further the shared 
links between Nursery and home.  If for any reason you are unable to make this date, please speak with Mrs Evitt to 
arrange an appointment to see her and your child’s Key Person.   
 
During November we will support the Children in Need charity by making and selling cakes – date to be confirmed.   
 
18th November - Begin Christmas activities and projects.  
Friday 22nd November – Nursery closed - racing day. 
 
25th November - continue Christmas projects and Nativity Play rehearsals. American Thanksgiving Day (28th)  
30th St Andrew’s day - a Scottish celebration, wall display, make shortbread. 
 
2nd December Continue Nativity play preparations. Thursday 5th December am – provisional date for the Nativity play at 
the Racecourse Jockeys Hostel.  More details to follow in due course. 
 
9th December Christmas cooking projects.   
 
Tuesday 17th December Nursery Christmas Party at the Racecourse Jockeys Hostel 10am – 12 noon.  More details to 
follow in due course.   
 
18th December - Wednesday 12.30pm end of term.   
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