
Ascot Nursery School 
1 Arundel Cottage, High Street, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7JJ 

Tel: 01344 878431 or 625539 evening 
www.ascotnurseryschool.org.uk 

1st September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for all presents given to me and the staff at the end of Summer term, these gifts were much 
appreciated.  Here is our Autumn newsletter packed with information about the coming term. 
  
Lunch Club: places at our Lunch Club are available on an ad hoc basis, as required.  The children who 
attend Lunch Club enjoy this very much, they learn table manners and it is great for their social skills.  
Please make sure your child’s lunch box and drink container are marked with their name.   Lunch boxes 
should contain healthy options: 

• no nut products (incl. peanut butter) because of the danger of allergies amongst some of our children,  

• grapes and cherry tomatoes must be cut in half to avoid the risk of choking. 
 
Extra Sessions: We do have some spaces this term – so if you would like your child to have an extra 
session this term – please advise me as soon as possible.   
 
A quick reminder about our COVID procedures 
The Nursery will follow all relevant Public Health Guidance.  
 
On arrival at Nursery 

• Parents and children are to stay in their cars until the Nursery door is open.  

• Then, one parent and child will walk to the Nursery gate. 

• The child will come into Nursery on their own and will have hand sanitiser applied.  

• When that parent is back in their car, the next parent and child will approach the Nursery gate.  

• This process will be repeated until all children have entered the setting for the session. 
 
Picking up from Nursery 

• Parents should arrive promptly to collect their children and should stay in their cars until the Nursery 
door is open.  

• Then, one parent at a time will walk to the Nursery gate. 

• That parent’s child will be allowed to leave and meet their parent at the Nursery gate. 

• When that parent is back in their car, the next parent will approach the Nursery gate.  

• This process will be repeated until all children have left the setting. 
 
Lunch Club 

• No lunch bags please.  Lunches should be sent into Nursery in plastic lunch boxes so that these can 
be wiped with an antibacterial wipe before being stored in the fridge and wiped again when given to 
the child.   

• In good weather snack and lunch times will be spent outside with children sitting 2 metres apart. 
 
Toys from home 

• No toys from home to come into Nursery. 

• We will not be doing ‘Show and tell’ time. 
 
COVID 19 symptoms 

• If any staff member shows any signs or symptoms – staff will be sent home straight away. 

• If any child shows any signs or symptoms – the parent will be contacted by phone (please ensure I 
have all your up to date contact numbers, and please keep mobile phones switched on).  The child will 
be removed into another room with a member of staff who will be 2 meters apart and will wear gloves, 
apron and face shield.   

• After the staff member or child has left the premises, the area will be disinfected. 

• Staff or children showing signs or symptoms will be asked to get tested.  If the results are positive, 
then they should isolate as per the government’s guidelines. 
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Topic: Our topic for this term will continue to be – Ourselves until 31 October and then Celebrations. 
During the term, other celebrations will include: 
 

Grandparents Day 
Apple week  
National Poetry Day 
Halloween  
Guy Fawkes Day/Bonfire Night  
Poppy Day/Remembrance Day 

Diwali 
American Thanksgiving 
St Andrew’s Day 
Hanukkah 
Christmas  

 
The term’s weekly activity plan is attached and is also displayed on the nursery website.   
 
Key Person: Each child at nursery has their own ‘Key Person’ – names of these are on display in the 
hallway.  If you would like to meet with your child’s Key Person at any time – please arrange via Mrs Evitt 
or Mrs Cottey.  Parents are always welcome to view their child’s Learning Journal – and we would be 
delighted for you to add your own comments and observations to help us with your child.  We would love 
parents and carers to participate in the Learning Journal, for example if your child goes somewhere or does 
something special – please remember to let us have a photo and some brief comments so that these can 
be added to your child’s Journal.  The partnership between parents and Nursery is so vital at this early age 
so that we work together to provide the best learning and development of each child as an individual.   
 
Fit and healthy: We will continue to encourage the children to take part in sports and exercise outside in 
our lovely garden. 
 
Appropriate Clothes & Labelling: It would be very helpful if children wore clothes that they could manage 
themselves – some clothes, such as trousers with belts or braces, can prove challenging when children 
have to go to the cloakroom – we encourage all children to be independent.  With autumn approaching we 
hope for some dry weather so that we can go out in the grounds for nature walks.  Please make sure your 
child wears appropriate clothing and sensible footwear (eg trainers not flipflops or wellies) as the children 
play outside every day (unless we have torrential rain).  Please ensure you label all belongings such as 
coats and lunch boxes.  Some children do not recognise their belongings and we waste so much time 
every session trying to reunite owners with their belongings!  If you want information about acquiring name 
tags – please ask as we have information about various suppliers.  If your child wears pull-ups – please 
ensure we have spare supplies and make sure that we have a change of clothes in a bag to hang on their 
peg. 
 
Safety Reminder: On a serious note, no child will ever leave the Nursery with anyone except the parent or 
carer nominated to do so. I must insist that if you are not collecting your own child from the Nursery you 
must inform me, and if possible, introduce me to the person nominated to collect your child.  We have a 
collection authorisation book and parents must advise me, or any member of staff, of the person collecting 
their child and this must be entered and dated in the book.  Please ensure you ring the nursery and notify 
us about any ‘last minute’ arrangements should an unavoidable situation occur. 
 
Contact Details: VERY IMPORTANT – please ensure all the contact numbers we hold for you are current.  
If you or your partner has recently changed a mobile number, home number or work number, then do 
ensure we are advised immediately.  Should the need arise (eg if your child is taken ill) there is nothing 
worse than being unable to contact you. 
 
Medical conditions: I must be informed of any medical condition that your child has, no matter how minor, 
as this may prove to be significant later.  Please notify the Nursery should your child fall ill with an 
infectious illness so that we can alert other parents to be vigilant.  As autumn and winter approaches many 
of the children will have coughs and colds.  Please make sure that your child is always well enough to 
attend Nursery and that you are mindful of the risk of spreading germs and infection to the other children 
and staff.  Also, if your child has been sick or suffered from a stomach bug at home, please keep them 
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away from Nursery until they are clear of symptoms for at least 48 hours.  We do use anti-bacterial sprays 
on tables and surfaces and the children use anti-bacterial hand gels before snack time. 
 
Parking:  Please help us to keep our children safe and be considerate to other road users.  We ask you to 
park in the designated parking areas (either at police station end of the Nursery grounds or at the opposite 
end near to the entrance gate).  Parents’ cars must not be parked on the roadway in front of the Nursery 
house nor on the grassed area – this parking area is for staff members only.  Please always be mindful of 
our little ones’ safety. 

 
If a child is absent for any reason (eg holidays, days out, sickness etc.) fees must still be paid.   
 

Don’t forget - lots of useful information including all newsletters and dates can be found on the Nursery’s 
website - see: www.ascotnurseryschool.org.uk  
 
Should you have any questions relating to any of the above or require any further information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me either at school or at home.  Please remember I am always available to you.  A 
big thank you for all the support that you give to the Nursery it is appreciated very much. 
 
With my very best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Pat Evitt 
Principal 

 
Autumn Term begins - Tuesday 1st September 
Autumn Term ends - Thursday 17th December at 4.30pm 
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Weekly plans - Ascot Nursery School - Autumn Term 2020 – Topic: Ourselves & Celebrations 
 
1st September Autumn term begins at 9.00am 
 
1st September - Settling-in week.  Talk about the summer holidays.  
 
7th September - September is Fire & Safety month.  Talk and discuss the importance of fire safety.  Arts and 
crafts, stories and music.   
 
14th September – Continue our topic about Ourselves. 
 
21st September - Autumn.  Discuss what happens in this season, display board, leaf printing, painting and 
rubbings.  Nature walks to collect leaves and fir cones.   
 
28th September - We will make cards for Grandparents Day (4th October). Usually we invite Grandparents to visit 
Nursery for a coffee morning, but this year due to COVID we will have to wait to see if this is possible. On 1st 
October we will celebrate National Poetry Day. 
 
5th October - Plant bulbs for Christmas presents - discuss how things grow, continue with our topic work and, 
weather permitting, more nature walks to see the Autumn changes in the world about us. 
 
12th October – Continue our topic about Ourselves. 
 
19th October - Apple week - celebrate by tasting different English apples at snack time.  Apple printing, songs and 
stories.  Healthy eating will be discussed and emphasized.  Cooking with cooking apples to observe the changes 
and eat at snack time.  
 
26th October - Prepare for and celebrate Halloween (31st) - cut out pumpkins grown in our own garden – we hope 
for a bumper crop, painting, sticking, Meg and Mog stories etc.   
 
2nd November - Prepare for Bonfire night (5th) - talk about safety on bonfire night, bonfire pictures, rocket sweets 
and the Topsy & Tim bonfire night story. Start our Celebrations topic. 
 
9th November - Prepare for Diwali (14th) by colouring rangoli patterns, make diva lamps and make a wall display. 
11th November - Poppy Day/Remembrance Day, children to make poppies talk about Remembrance and 
observe two minutes silence. 
 
16th November – Continue Diwali 
 
Wednesday 18th November 1.30 to 3pm provisional date for Parents Open afternoon  
If we are able to hold this afternoon this is an opportunity for you to view and contribute to your child’s Learning 
Journal, strengthening further the shared links between Nursery and home.  We will confirm arrangements nearer 
the time.   
 
23rd November – Prepare for American Thanksgiving Day (26th). 
 
30th November - St Andrew’s day - a Scottish celebration, wall display, make shortbread. 
 

7th December – Find out about Hanukkah (starts 10th) the Jewish eight-day, wintertime “festival of lights” and 
start Christmas projects. 
 
14th December – Last week of term. Nursery term ends on Thursday 17th December at 4.30pm 
 
Usually we would celebrate Christmas at Nursery with a Nativity Play and a Christmas Party. This year due to 
the COVID restrictions we will wait to see if these can be held. Further details will be given in due course. 


